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(54) INDUCING AGENT FOR INTERFERON 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: The titled pharmaceutical, containing a 9,19- 
cyclolanostane derivative isolated as a component of 
Astragali Radix as an active constituent, capable of 
stimulating a host to promote the production of 
interferon, and useful as an antiviral and anticancer 
agent. 

CONSTITUTION: An inducing agent for interferon 
containing a compound expressed by formula I (R1 is OH 
or formula II; R2 is a group expressed by formula II or IV) 
as an active constituent The compound expressed by 
formula I is obtained by extracting Astragali Radix with 
methanol, etc. under warming, distributing and 
transferring the resultant extract to another solvent i.e. 
benzene, etc. to remove impurities, distributing and 
transferring the resultant substance to another solvent 
i.e. n-butanol, and subjecting the resultant extract to the 
silica gel chromatogaphy (chloroform, methanol and 
water). The compound expressed by formula I has the 
ability to induce the interferon and can be administered 

orally or parenterally as a remedy for viral diseases, e.g. hepatitis or herpes, and cancers. The 
LD50 is 3,000mg/kg or more in mice for the compound expressed by formula I (R1 is formula II; 
R2 is formula III) by the intraperitoneal or oral route, and the toxicity is very low. 
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